Annual Reports of the Various Boards of Town Officers of the Town of Mendon, Including Report of the School Committee for the Municipal Year Ending March 6, 1899 by Mendon (Mass. : Town)
ANNUAL REPORTS 
OF THE VARIOUS 
BOARDS OF TOWH OFFICERS 
OF THE 
TOWN Op JVfEHDON, 
INCLUDING REPORT OF THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
FOR THE 
Municipal Year Ending March 6, 1899. 
MILFORD, MASS., 
Cook & Sons, Printers, 
1899. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 
The undersigned, Treasurer of the Town of Mendon, for the 
municipal year ending March 6, 1899, respectfully submits an 
account of his doings. 
The Treasurer debits himself with paying the following 
items, viz : 
To cash received of the Treasurer of Mendon 
for the municipal year ending March 7, 
1898 . SI,506 88 
To cash borrowed on three town notes. 2,500 00 
“ received from Committee on Memo¬ 
rial day, 1897. 07 
To cash received from State Treasurer, half 
salary cattle inspector for 1897. 20 00 
To cash received of State Treasurer: 
Corporation tax for 1898. $65 81 
National Bank tax . 423 67 
State aid, Chap. 301, Acts 1894....... 378 00 
Military aid, Chap. 279, Acts 1894.... 48 73 
Burial of soldier. 35 00 
- $951 21 
To cash received of State Treasurer, school 
fund. 394 43 
To cash received of County Treasurer, dog 
fund.  180 66 
To cash received of Collector of Taxes for 
1896, in full. 70 88 
To cash received of Collector of Taxes for 
1897 . 554 11 
To cash received of Collector of Taxes for 
1898  7,016 90 
To cash received of Mrs. I. O. Rhodes, for 
use of telephone. 38 30 
To cash received of J. A. George, 2 copies 
Annals. 5 23 
To cash received of J. A. George, gift of 
Jesse A. Taft, on account of Mendon 
pond case.  10 00 
To cash received of E. C. Kinsley, rent of 
hall to April, 1898.  160 75 
3 
To cash received of D. H. Barnes, use of 
hay scales. $10 30 
To cash received of S. Warren Cook, auc¬ 
tioneer’s license. 2 00 
To cash received of John Byrnes, butcher’s 
license. 1 00 
-$13,422 72 
The Treasurer credits himself with the following sums, viz : 
By paying 87 Town orders.$4,960 35 
“ 3 Town notes. 2,500 00 
44 interest on 3 notes. 55 29 
44 balance of $1800 on note. 800 00 
44 interest 44 44 . 33 05 
44 School Committee. 3,375 09 
44 State tax. 315 00 
44 County t . 668 00 
Cash on hand. 715 94 
- $13,422 72 
GEORGE M. TAFT, 
Mendon, Feb. 18, 1899. Treasurer. 
AUSTIN WOOD RELIEF FUND. 
Dr. 
To cash received of Geo. M. Taft, treasurer 
for 1897 and 1898, deposited in Milford 
Savings Bank. $985 74 
To cash received, deposited in Worcester 
County Institution for Savings. 375 04 
To cash received, interest of Milford Savings 
Bank to Oct 1, 1898. 39 66 
To cash received, interest of Worcester Co. 
Institution for Savings to Jan. 1, 1899. 14 99 
Total. $1,415 43 
Cr. 
By cash paid, 3 orders. $17 30 
44 deposited in Milford Savings Bank. 1,008 10 
4 4 4 4 Worcester County In¬ 
stitution for Savings. 390 03 
- $1,415 43 
Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. M. TAFT, Treasurer. 
Mendon, Feb. 18, 1899. 
SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 
The Selectmen respectfully submit the following report of the 
expenditures of the town for the municipal year ending March G, 
1899: 
INCIDENTALS. 
Williams Bros., coal for fire department. SI7 63 
E. C. Kinsley, jack for engine. 1 25 
“ “ services night of July 3, ’98. 2 00 
u “ work at monument. 3 25 
L. J. Richards & Co., atlas of surveys of Worcester 
County. 25 00 
Horace C. Adams, insurance on tramp house. 2 25 
“ “ towards transcribing proprietors’ rec¬ 
ords  25 00 
H. W. Gaskill, services night of July 3, 1898. 2 00 
Geo. A. Sherborne, attendance at Geo. R. Whiting 
fir . 6 00 
Ellis & Sons, labor on watering trough. 50 
Barnes Bros., plank and spikes for hay scales. 6 30 
Chas. H. Allen, repairs on hay scales. 2 50 
L. Freeman, scale book and express on same. 115 
“ “ cash paid. 3 94 
A. W. Brownell, assessors’ books. 1 35 
Geo. M. Taft, work in old cemetery. 7 00 
T. Burtt Pratt, repairing concrete at public library.. . 7 50 
H. C. Snell, services in G. C. Whipple (criminal 
ca e). 7 60 
H. C. Snell, services and cash paid in case of Bar- 
rows children.  13 33 
Emery & Wood, returning 11 deaths. 2 75 
Mrs. I. O. Rhodes, operator, use of telephone one 
year to March, 1899. 60 00 
Geo. M. Taft, rent, care of fire at fire department... 16 00 
$214 80 
MENDON POND MATTER. 
Wm. P. Martin, services and cash paid. $109 96 
Julius A. George, cash paid.. 52 00 
Henry W. Gaskill, traveling expenses and cash paid 7 08 
$169 04 
5 
TOWN HOUSE BUILDING AND CELLAR. 
H. H. Lent, cash paid for advice. So 00 
“ 44 44 44 work and oversight. 38 50 
Wm. Johnston &Co., cash paid for work and material 226 85 
T. Burtt Pratt, cash paid for concreting. 23 76 
$294 11 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Charles H. Allen, auditor for 1897. $6 00 
Gilbert Gaskill, lockup keeper. 5 00 
Willard S. Wilcox, assessor and cash paid for 1898. . 43 00 
Henry W. Gaskill, assessor, supplies and express paid 
for 1898 and copy of valuation. 54 40 
Charles A. Fletcher, assessor for 1898. 40 00 
Albert W. Gaskill, inspector of animals. 12 50 
“ 44 44 ballot clerk, November, 1898. 1 50 
Horace S. Coleman, ballot clerk, November, 1898.... 1 50 
Charles I. Barnes, constable. 15 00 
Horace C. Adams, election officer, registrar, and cash 
paid  28 17 
Horace C. Adams, recording births, marriages and 
deaths.  15 20 
George M. Taft, treasurer. 50 00 
4 4 4 4 4 4 selectman and registrar. 30 00 
4 4 4 4 4 4 collector of taxes, 1896. 65 00 
Edward C. Kinsley, selectman and registrar. 30 00 
Liberty Freeman, selectman and registrar.. 50 00 
E. L. Smith, sealing scales and services as fireward.. 1 75 
Edward C. Kinsley, services as fireward. 75 
$449 77 
AUSTIN WOOD RELIEF FUND. 
Cash paid out.*. $17 30 
HIGHWAY SURVEYOR. 
Frank Taft, for repairing roads and bridges. $1,831 18 
44 44 for clearing roads of snow....*. 278 82 
$2,110 00 
PRINTING. 
Cook & Sons. $62 00 
G. M. Billings.. 1 00 
$63 00 
6 
TAFT PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
Paid trustees three orders. SI70 00 
MEMORIAL DAY. 
Paid committee, one order. S3 9 73 
CARE AND SUPPLIES OF TOWN HALL. 
Edward C. Kinsley, care of hall to April 1, 1898.... $96 20 
4 4 4 4 4 4 sundries for hall to April 1, 1898 31 17 
Lutheria Alger, cleaning h ll. 6 28 
Williams Bros., coal....    56 25 
$189 90 
SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS, SCHOOL BOOKS AND INCI¬ 
DENTALS. 
Paid School Committee, one order......... $2800 00 
SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Paid overseers of poor, ten town orders.. .... $800 00 
STATE AID TO PENSIONERS UNDER CHAPTER 301, 
ACTS OF 1894. 
Joanna Curley..... ..  $48 00 
Malinda W. Cummings. .. 48 00 
Rufus Hazard.. 48 00 
George W. Scisco. 48 00 
Caleb V. A. Smith.    48 00 
Waterman Taft......  48 00 
Annette L. Weatherhead...  48 Off 
George Wilbur...  36 00 
Stephen H. Scisco.   36 00 
Eliza A. Munsell. 28 00 
Sarah Gifford......... .... .. 24 00 
$460 00 
RECAPITULATION. 
Incidentals...... $214 80 
Mendon Pond matter. 169 04 
Townhouse building and cellar. 294 11 
Town officers..... 449 77 
Roads and bridges... $1,831 18 
Snow bills.  278 82 
Printing. 63 00 
Taft Public Library. 170 00 
Memorial day.  39 73 
Town hall.   189 90 
Schools.  2,800 00 
P or. 800 00 
State Aid, Chap. 301, Acts of 1894. 460 00 
$7,760 35 
The selectmen report the available assets of the Town, 
known to them, as follows : 
Due from collector of 1897. 57 45 
Due from collector of 1898. 648 75 
Due from state, aid to soldiers, chap. 301, to Jan. 1, 
1899, 12 months. 435 00 
Due from state, aid to soldiers, chap. 301, to March 
1, 1899, 2 months........ 84 00 
Cash in hands of treasurer. 715 94 
$1,941 14 
The liabilities of the town, so far as known, are as follows: 
Outstanding bills, estimated. $55 00 
Due town officers, estimated. 135 00 
$190 00 
Net balance in favor of town...$1,751 14 
Respectfully submitted, 
LIBERTY FREEMAN, 
GEO. M. TAFT, 
EDW. C. KINSLEY, 
Selectmen of Mendon, 
HIGHWAY SURVEYOR'S REPORT. 
The Highway Surveyor submits the following report for the 
municipal year ending March 6, 1899. 
He debits himself to cash received on 14 orders. $2,110 00 
He credits himself with paying the following bills: 
Thomas J. Lapham, for labor with team. 
Lyman E. Wheeler, 44 “ and shoveling 
snow... 
Frank A. Dewolfe, for labor with team and shoveling 
sn . 
Elias T. Bates, for labor with team and shoveling snow 
A. D. Davenport, 44 4 4 4 4 
Davis Hill, 4 4 44 “ 
W. C. Robinson, 4 4 4 4 4 4 
Henry W. Gaskill, 4 4 4 4 4 4 
Walter N. Thompson, 4 4 4 4 4 4 
Frank H. Wood, 4 4 4 4 4 4 
Edward H. Taft 4 4 4 4 4 4 
Wilfred T. Claflin, for labor with team. 
Michael Head, for labor on repairs and shoveling snow 
Dennis Kelly, 4 4 4 4 4 4 
Thomas H. Pierce, 4 4 44 44 
Samuel E. Everton, 44 4 4 44 
John R. Taft, 4 4 44 . 
Harry Cook, 4 4 4 4  
Reuben Davis, 44 44  
John C. Wood, 4 4 44 . 
Thomas Willard, 44 44  
Charles T. Aldrich, 44 4 4 
Elias T. Bates, 44 44 . 
Andre Southwick, 44 44  
Jesse Estv, 44 44  
George L. Taft, 44 44 
Archie T. Fresn, 44 44 . 
Frank Taft, as highway surveyor. 
W. E Dixon, for shoveling snow. 
I. O. Rhodes, 44 .. 
Norman E. Wheeler, 44  
George W. Channel, 44 
John C. Wood, 44 . 
M. H. Broughey, 44  
$415 8/ 
331 93 
24 22 
25 78 
20 70 
27 20 
31 10 
8 80 
5 70 
3 40 
2 40 
5 25 
209 80 
146 34 
82 21 
74 70 
30 00 
16 80 
5 10 
6 15 
1 00 
4 00 
1 50 
2 00 
1 50 
1 05 
1 00 
352 85 
2 70 
4 05 
1 35 
4 20 
3 75 
2 20 
9 
John M Town, for shoveling snow. $5 40 
Eugene L. Coffin, 44  3 15 
John T. Grady, k4  1 50 
Luther W. Holbrook, 44 1 50 
Nathan M. Daniels, 44   2 25 
J. C. Bassett, 44  1 05 
David F. Holbrook, 44 . 90 
Samuel W. Wood*, 4 4  5 55 
Charles T. Aldrich, 44  4 80 
Arthur V. Pond, 44 1 39 
James E. Darling, 44   1 20 
Edward Dudley, gravel.  65 04 
A. W. Gaskill, 44  33 5 9 
A. M. Seagraves, 44  21 44 
Edward H. Taft, 44  13 36 
Harriet F. Pond, 44    12 84 
S. Warren Cook, 44 9 28 
James Warner, 44  7 20 
Adrean Scott, 44 5 55 
Hannah S. Swan, 44  5 28 
Luther E. Taft, 44 6 80 
J. H. Farnum, 44  4 25 
George W. Jennison,44 . 20 
Clark Ellis & Sons, supplies. 7 98 
R. C. Eldridge, 4k 50 
John Thomas, 44 .:. 55 
John Barry, repairs.•••• . 7 70 
Henry W. Brown,44  ... 1 10 
A. Morin, 44 1 05 
Jesse A. Taft, advice. 1 00 
Cash on hand. 20 00 
$2,110 00 
Team work. $737 05 
Appropriation for general repairs. $1,500 00 
Amount expended for general repairs..  1,831 18 
Amount expended for clearing roads of snow. 258 82 
Amount of cash in hands of Highway Surveyor...... 20 00 
$2,110 00 
Respectfully submitted, 
FRANK TAFT, 
Mendon, Feb. 18, 1899. Highway Surveyor. 
COLLECTOR'S REPORT. 
Dr. 
Balance uncollected Feb. 19, 1898. $59 38 
Interest received.. 12 06 
- $71 44 
By cash paid Treasurer 
Abatements.. 
Mendon, Feb. 18, 1899. 
Cr. 
 $70 88 
. 56 
- $71 44 
GEO. M. TAFT, 
Collector of Taxes, 1896. 
Dr. 
Balance uncollected Feb. 19, 1898......... $614 01 
Interest received.,. 28 69 
-- $642 70 
Cr. 
By cash paid treasurer.  $554 11 
Abatements. 31 14 
Amount uncollected Feb. 18, 1899.... 57 45 
-- $642 70 
GEO. M. TAFT, 
Mendon, Feb. 18, 1899. Collector of Taxes for 1897. 
Dr. 
To taxes committed for assessment .$7,538 81 
Omitted assessments. 122 12 
Interest received.  37 75 
- $7,698 68 
Cr. 
By amount paid Treasurer.$7,016 90 
Abatements. 33 03 
Amount uncollected Feb. 18, 1899. 648 75 
- $7,698 68 
GEO. M. TAFT, 
Collector of Taxes for 1898* Mendon, Feb. 18, 1899. 
REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR. 
The Overseers of Poor submit the following report for the 
municipal year ending March 6, 1899. 
John W. Barry, Dennis Holland, Mary C. Taft, Edna Allen, 
the family of Albert W. Barrows, the family of Eli F. Gabry, 
Annie J. Bates (having a settlement in Mendon), Samuel E. 
Everton and family (belonging to Uxbridge), the family of 
Timothy Casey (supposed to belong to Northbridge), Lewis D. 
Chipman (a State charge), have been wholly or partially sup¬ 
ported. 
The Overseers charge themselves with the receipt of the fol¬ 
lowing named funds belonging to the town : 
Balance on hand... $9 27 
Ten town rders. 800 00 
Town of Uxbridge.. 8 00 
$817 27 
The Overseers credit themselves with paying the following 
amounts: 
John W. Barry. $109 58 
Dennis Holland.  169 46 
Mary C. T ft. 37 00 
Edna Allen. 124 00 
Family of Albert W. Barrows. 58 05 
41 Eli F. Gabry. 172 50 
Annie J. Bates.«... 6 65 
Samuel E. Everton... 8 00 
Lewis D. Chipman. 22 00 
Gilbert Gaskill, 355 tra ps. 54 35 
“ “ services. 6 00 
George R. Ford, services. 6 00 
Liberty Freeman, services.  36 50 
Cash on hand to balance. 7 18 
$817 27 
12 
From the whole amount paid for the support of the 
p r. $810 09 
Deduct what was due for the support of the 
poor to March 7, 1898. $131 36 
What has been paid out for S. E. Everton 
family. 8 00 
What has been paid out for Lewis D. Chip- 
man . 22 00 
- 161 36 
$648 73 
Add what will be due for support of poor to March 6, 
1899  119 18 
Cost of supporting the poor for the vear ending 
March 6, 1899.1. $767 91 
Respectfully submitted, 
LIBERTY FREEMAN, 
GILBERT GASKILL, 
GEORGE R. FORD, 
Overseers of the Poor. 
Mendon, Feb. 20, 1899. 
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK 
DOGS REGISTERED IN 1898. 
Balance from 1898. 81 80 
84 male d gs. 168 00 
8 female o s. 40 00 
- $209 80 
Registration fees. . $18 40 
Paid Countv Treasurer. 192 40 
- $210 80 
BIRTHS REGISTERED IN 1898. 
DATE OF 
BIRTH, NAME OF CHILD. 
1897. 
Apr. 5, Gladys Waldron, 
May 24 Elsie Louise Jenks, 
Nov. 26, Frances Isabel Ross, 
1898. 
Jan. 13, Mary Abbie Goss, 
Feb. 4, Leon Joseph Scriven, 
Feb. 18, Lyman Cook, 
Feb. 20, Annie May Butterfield, 
Mar. 8, Charles Carey, 
Apr. 6, Anna Clark, 
Apr. 6, Atherton Clark, 
May 31, Flora F. Ferrier, 
June 5, Bernice Barnes, 
June 7, Joseph Brown, 
June 8, Ruth Holbrook, 
July 28, Female, 
Aug. 8, Darius George Augustus 
Henry, 
Sept. 1, Eva May Little, 
Sept. 14, William Theriault, 
Dec. 31, Male, 
PARENTS. 
Abram and Delona Y. Waldron. 
Edgar H. and Jennie Jenks. 
Gordon and Grace G. Ross. 
Charles B. and Cora F. Goss. 
George and Margaret A. Scriven. 
Lyman and Wihelemine Cook. 
William and Mary Butterfield. 
Peter and Mary Carey. 
Frank H. and Martha Clark. 
Frank H. and Martha Clark. 
Dennis and Victoria Ferrier. 
Charles I. and Etta M. Barnes. 
Joseph and Annie Brown. 
Luther W. and Mabel A. Holbrook. 
George M. and Emma A. Taft. 
Darius D. and Susan M. Henry. 
Alson S. and Lilia E. Little. 
Romney and Georgiana Theriault. 
Eric J. and Mary Froom. 
14 
MARRIAGES REGISTERED IN 1898. 
DATE OF MARRIAGE. 
1898. 
NAME OF GROOM AND BRIDE. RESIDENCE. 
Jan. 5, Charles Israel Barnes, Mendon. 
Etta Mabel Stenson, Mendon. 
Feb. 16, Frederick Platt, 
Grace Darling, 
Providence, R. I. 
Mendon. 
Mar. 2, Malcolm Douglas Scott, Blackstone, Mass. 
Ida Maude Barrows, Mendon. 
Mar. 5, Joseph Howe Stenson, Mendon. 
Nellie Frances Goodell, Milford, Mass. 
Mar. 23, Mark Googins, Hyde Park, Mass. 
Sara Louise Bowen, Mendon. 
Apr. 6, John Miller Towne, Mendon. 
Kate Martin Brown, Mendon. 
Apr. 6, Frank Clark Albee, Mendon. 
Laura J. Simpson, Bellingham, Mass. 
May 30, Thomas Francis Kelley, Mendon. 
Agnes Barry, Milford, Mass. 
June 8, Frederick Joseph Hyde. Lawrence, Mass. 
Mary Ellen Grady, Mendon. 
June 10, John Harry Stearns, Gardner, Mass. 
Edith Marion Jenks, Mendon. 
Aug. 22, William J. Bullard, Mendon. 
Delia Lewis, Franklin, Mass. 
Oct. 6, Felix Munger, Hopedale, Mass. 
Mary Jane White, Mendon. 
DEATHS REGISTERED IN 1898. 
DATE OF DEATH. NAME. 
1898. Y. 
AGE. 
M. D. 
RESIDENCE. 
Jan. 6, Emily S. Wilber, 36 8 15 Milford, Mas S' 
Feb. 27, Joseph C. Moores, 73 11 25 Mendon. 
Mar. 4, Mary T. Gould, 79 6 19 Mendon. 
Apr. 1, Thompson Taft, 69 3 21 Mendon. 
May 6, William H. Comstock, 89 1 16 Mendon. 
May 26, Lorraine P. Cummings, 79 5 6 Mendon. 
June 19, Emily Wood, 86 1 11 Mendon. 
June 20, Thomas Lyman Munsell, 70 8 7 Mendon. 
June 23, John Barry, 83 — — Mendon. 
July 8, Jeremiah Haynes, 80 2 24 Mendon. 
July 17, Martha Chilson, 55 7 14 Mendon. 
July 22, Julia A. Grady, 26 11 — Mendon. 
July 25, Betsy W. Southwick, 82 8 — Mendon. 
July 28, Taft, — — 1-4 Mendon. 
Aug. 15, David W. Bennett, 89 1 3 Mendon. 
Aug. 25, Ellen Quigley, 86 5 — Mendon. 
Oct. 1, Susan Cook, 82 11 23 Mendon. 
Oct. 23, Hannah N. Nutter, 88 4 25 Mendon. 
Dec. 25, Darius G. A. Henry, — 4 17 Mendon. 
Dec. 26, George Hill, 88 10 22 Mendon. 
HORACE C. ADAMS, 
Town Clerk. 
Mendon, Feb. 18, 1899, 
EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
TRUSTEES OF THE TAFT PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
The Trustees submit the following report: The board reor¬ 
ganized April 16, 1898. They take great pleasure in reporting 
the continued usefulness of the library, under the care of the 
present popular librarian, who has served the town faithfully for 
several years, and who has been engaged for another year. 
The books were examined Feb. 7, current. They were all 
accounted for, and were found in satisfactory condition. The 
library was reopened Feb. 11, 1899. 
Two copies of the Annals of Mendon have been sold during 
the past year. 
The thanks of our citizens are tendered to all who have con¬ 
tributed books, magazines or literature of any kind, to the Libra¬ 
ry in the year now closing. 
The Trustees recommend the appropriation of one hundred 
and seventy-five dollars for the use of the library the ensuing 
year. 
JULIUS A. GEORGE, 
HORACE C. ADAMS, 
HENRY W. GASKILL, 
ELMER E. SHERMAN, 
LIBERTY FREEMAN, 
Trustees of Taft Public Library. 
Mendon, Feb. 11, 1899. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 
Report of the Treasurer of the Trustees of the Taft Public 
Library for the year ending Feb. 7, 1899. 
Dr. 
Balance from 1898. $24 00 
Cash received on three town orders .. 170 00 
41 “ for cards, fines, etc. 4 00 
“ “ W. B. Clarke & Co., rebate on books. 2 12 
$200 12 
16 
Cr. 
Cash paid A. H. H. Warren & Co., for binding .... $27 48 
44 “ W. B. Clarke & Co., for books. 85 32 
44 44 J. A. George, for book. 3 25 
44 44 H. H. Lent, for labor. 20 00 
44 44 A. G. Chilson & Son, for labor. 3 25 
44 44 C. A. Fletcher, for wood. 4 00 
44 44 J. A. George, for labor . 1 50 
4 4 4 4 Sara F. Towne, salary. 50 00 
Cash on hand. 5 32 
$200 12 
Respectfully submitted, 
HORACE C. ADAMS, 
Mendon, Feb. 11, 1899. Treasurer. 
LIBRARIAN’S REPORT. 
To the Trustees of the Taft Public Library : 
The Library was reopened Feb. 12, 1898. The whole num¬ 
ber of books given out during the year, was 3649. The largest 
number delivered any Saturday, was 94 ; the smallest number, 47 ; 
the average number, 72. The delivery by divisions was as fol¬ 
lows : Agriculture, 9 ; biography, 64 ; fiction, 2,814 ; history, 98 ; 
poetry, 85 ; miscellaneous, 50 ; periodicals, 432 ; religion, 9 ; 
Science, 45 ; Travel, 43. 
The town has purchased 72 volumes ; 19 have been given by 
Mrs. Mary Darling; 12 by the Secretary of the Commonwealth; 
2 by the Bureau of .Education; 2 by the Smithsonian Institution ; 
1 by the Interstate Commerce Commission; 1 by the Civil Service 
Commission; 1 by the Women’s Christian Temperance Union.of 
Cambridge, making a total of 110. The following unbound mag¬ 
azines have been given : 58 volumes of Petersons magazine by 
Miss Abbie F. George ; 4 volumes of The Cosmopolitan by Mrs. 
Mary E. Greenleaf; 2 volumes of The Century, by N. R. George ; 
2 volumes each of Harper’s and Outing, by J. A. George; 2 
volumes of the New England, by H. C. Adams. All have since 
been bound. 
A number of pamphlets have been given. Whole number of 
books, 3900. 
Respectfully submitted, 
SARA F. TOWNE, 
Librarian. 
t 
AUDITOR’S REPORT. 
I have examined the accounts of the Selectmen, Overseers 
of the Poor, Superintendent of Streets, Town Clerk, School Com¬ 
mittee and Collector of Taxes; also the accounts of the Treasurer 
of the trustees of the Taft Public Library for the municipal year 
ending March 6, 1899, and find them correctly kept and with 
proper vouchers. 
CHARLES H. ALLEN, 
Auditor. 
Mendon, February 23, 1899. 

REPORT 
OF THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
OF THE 
TOWN OF MENDON, 
FOR THE 
SCHOOL YEAR 1898-99. 
MILFORD, MASS.: 
Cook & Sons, Printers, Journal Office. 
1899. 
ORGANIZATION OF 
8GH00L COMMITTEE, 1898-1899. 
HENRY W. GASKILL, Chairman, Term expires 1900 
ERWIN A. SNOW, Secretary, “ 1901 
LYMAN COOK, “ 1S99 
Superintendent, 
ELMER E. SHERMAN. 
School Book Agent, 
ERWIN A. SNOW. 
Truant Officers, 
JOHN L. DAVENPORT, LYMAN COOK, 
ELMER E. SHERMAN. 
3GH00L GOMMITTEE REPORT. 
To the Citizens of the Town of Mendon : 
The following report of the School Committee is respect¬ 
fully submitted. 
As was the case last year, this report is made out two weeks 
before the end of the year. All bills for the year are paid ex¬ 
cepting for teachers, janitors and for transportation of scholars 
for these two weeks. This we have not given in detail, but have 
included the amount we have reason to expect it will be in this 
report, thus giving the cost of the schools for the full year of 
thirty-six weeks. 
At the annual meeting of the School Committee of the 
three towns which is held in April, Mr. Sherman was re-elected 
Superintendent of Schools and his salary increased from fifteen 
hundred dollars to sixteen hundred and fifty dollars. As each 
town pays one-third of his salary, this will make an increase of 
fifty dollars for each, making the net cost for each town one 
hundred and thirty-three dollars and thirty-three cents. 
Slate blackboards have now been put into all of the school 
rooms except the East. This building is not worth putting slate 
blackboards into. It is so poor that it is simply a waste of 
money to try to put it in suitable condition for a school, and it 
will be necessary in the near future to provide a suitable build¬ 
ing for the school there. This district is so far from the center 
that a school will probably have to be maintained there, even if 
a school house is built in the center. At present there is quite a 
large school there. 
At the North, the out-buildings are attached to the school- 
house, and at times in the summer make it very unpleasant in 
the schoolroom. These should be taken away and either set up 
some distance from the schoolhouse or new ones built. 
We would respectfully refer you to the annexed report of 
the Superintendent on the condition and needs of the schools, 
which the Committee at its last meeting voted to accept and 
have printed. 
We would recommend an ’appropriation of twenty-eight 
hundred dollars for schools for the ensuing year. 
4 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
Receipts. 
Appropriation. $2,800 00 
Other Resources:— 
Balance on hand March 1, 189S. 
Income lrom school fund.. 
“ dog tax. 
Received from State on account of 
Superintendent. 
Received for tuition.. 
“ “ supplies sold . 
Contributions from teachers and schol¬ 
ars for school library. 
32 
394 
180 
00 
43 
66 
416 66 
35 00 
1 11 
3 34 
- $3>863 20 
Expenditures for the Year. 
Teachers’ Wages:— 
Francis A. Rugg, High. 
Newton D. Clark, High. 
S. Emma Dean, Grammar. 
Vina A. Dole, Grammar. 
Mary E. Dudley, Primary. 
Florence E. Snow, North. 
Ruth B. Cornwell, Albeeville. 
Marguerite Thompson, Albeeville. 
Cora L. Edmands, East. 
Frank H. Lowell, music teacher. 
Fuel:— 
Williams Bros... 
Henry W. Gaskill, wood and fitting 
same. 
E. A. Snow, wood and fitting same. 
Lyman Cook. 
Care of Rooms ?— 
Florence E. Snow, North. 
Ruth B. Cornwell, Albeeville... 
Cora L. Edmands, East. 
Fred A. Snow, Center rooms. 
Mrs. Head, cleaning North.. 
Mrs. Alger, cleaning Albeeville. 
Mrs. Alger, cleaning Center rooms. 
0
 
00
 52 
291 69 
130 00 
252 00 
340 00 
306 00 
288 00 
18 00 
261 00 
26 00 
$65 
00
 
12 5o 
12 37 
12 75 
$17 00 
9 00 
9 00 
34 00 
5 00 
4 50 
6 25 
$2,093 21 
$103 10 
$84 75 
5 
Textbooks and supplies:— 
Amount purchased as per report of 
school book agent. $215 35 
Apparatus:— 
E. E. Sherman.   $i 35 
Estes & Lauriet. 12 48 
Franklin Ed. Co. 25 30 
-$39 r3 
Superintendent: — 
Elmer E. Sherman... $53° 00 
Transportation of scholars:— 
George M. Taft.  $167 00 
Alfred I. Barrows. 165 00 
—-— $332 °° 
Incidentals:— 
GeorgeS. Perry & Co., duster, pointers 
and blanks... $3 55 
George S. Perry & Co., pencil sharpener 3 00 
4 4 4 4 slate black boards 52 36 
4 4 4 4 liquid slating. 3 00 
Clark & Barnes, freight and carting 
book-case. 75 
J. L. Hammett Co., 2 bells. 1 55 
W. W. Nelson, cleaning vaults and 
mowing brush. 1 50 
Howard & Brown, High school diplo¬ 
mas. 5 60 
Walter Parker, giving graduation ad¬ 
dress ... 7 00 
C. B. Williams, carting blackboards. 2 00 
Joseph Dudley, services at graduation 1 00 
William H. Bennett, painting North 
schoolhouse. 18 81 
William H. Bennett, labor and material 7 74 
C. H. Allen, labor and material putting 
slate blackboards. 17 26 
J. A. George, putting up stage. 1 50 
Ellis & Sons, school room supplies and 
articles used in repairs.. 17 00 
G. M. Billings, printing.. 6 50 
C. H. Allen, labor. 1 65 
H. J. Dearing, stove grate and pipe. 3 19 
E. H. Taft, gravel and drawing same..... 5 34 
John W. Estey, use of well. 3 00 
6 
A. W. Gaskill, mowing school yards at 
Center._. 
Holden Patent Book Cover Co., book 
covers. 
Use of well, Center. 
H. W. Gaskill, services as school com¬ 
mittee  
H. W. Gaskill, taking school census. 
“ 44 glass and setting. 
44 44 lumber. 
u u labor.i.. 
Elmer E. Sherman, traveling expenses 
“ 44 cash paid for express 
44 44 44 44 incidentals 
44 44 u u graduation 
programs... 
Elmer E. Sherman, cash paid telephone 
Lyman Cook, services as school com¬ 
ittee.... 
Lyman Cook taking school census. 
44 44 cash paid schoolroom sup¬ 
plies. 
Lyman Cook, cash paid use of well. 
44 44 labor..... 
E. A. Snow, cash paid traveling ex¬ 
penses.. 
E. A. Snow, cash paid express. 
44 44 44 44 postage. 
44 4 4 4 4 4 4 cleaning yard.. 
u a a a u tt 
after the masons. 
E. A. Snow, cash paid incidentals as 
per bill.. 
E. A. Snow, freight and carting supplies 
E. A. Snow, services as school commit¬ 
tee  
E. A. Snow, taking school census. 
4 4 4 4 labor of boy and team. 
4 4 4 4 labor of self and team 
looking after and doing repairs as 
per bills. . 
E. A. Snow, services as school book 
agent. 
E. A. Snow, services as secretary of 
school committee.  
$3 oo 
6 25 
7 00 
1 25 
2 00 
1 50 
1 5° 
4 5° 
6 85 
75 
1 37 
4 00 
40 
1 00 
4 i5 
2 00 
4 5o 
4 00 
5 25 
2 95 
1 00 
60 
1 89 
1 90 
1 25 
2 00 
3 5o 
8 25 
9 00 
10 00 
- $268 16 
$3 >6<>5 40 
Cash on hand to pay what will be due 
teachers, janitors and for transporta¬ 
tion of scholars at the end of the 
year, March 3, 1899. $147 98 
Cost of schools for the year. $3,813 38 
Cash on hand unexpended. 49 82 
$3,863 20 
RECAPITULATION. 
Resources. , $3,863 20 
Expenditures 
Teachers’ wages, including amount un¬ 
p id. $2,216 99 
Fuel. 103 10 
Care of rooms, including amount un¬ 
paid . 88 65 
Text books and supplies. 215 35 
Apparatus .1. 39 13 
Superintendent  530 00 
Transportation of scholars, including 
amount unpaid. 352 00 
Incidentals. 268 16 
Cash on hand. 49 82 
-$3,863 20 
HENRY W. GASKILL, 
ERWIN A. SNOW, 
LYMAN COOK, 
Mendon, Feb. 18, 1899. School Committee. 
SCHOOL BOOK AGENT’S REPORT. 
Dr. 
To books and supplies purchased :— 
Ginn & Co. $56 06 
J. B. Lippincott Co. 90 
George S. Perry & . 14 88 
Greenough, Adams & Cushing. 7 75 
E. E. Sherman.... 1 50 
J. L. Hammett Co. 35 32 
Edw. E. Babb & . 14 40 
8 
Leach, Shewell & Co. $6 25 
American Book . 29 24 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 7 65 
Henry Holt & Co. 80 
Silver, Burdett & C . 40 60 
$215 35 
Books and supplies on hand, March 1, 
1898. 80 12 
Cr. 
By books and supplies furnished schools $215 12 
By supplies sol . 1 11 
By books and supplies on hand March 1, 
1899.-. 79 24 
$295 47 
$295 47 
Mendon, Feb. 18, 1899. 
ERWIN A. SNOW, 
School Book Agent. 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 
To the School Committee of Mendon, 
Gentlemen :—The fifth annual report of the present Super¬ 
intendent of Schools is hereby presented. 
Slate blackboards have been placed in the Albeeville school 
room, and the North school building has been painted. 
Owing to the increase in the East school, chairs and desks 
were taken from the unused South building and placed in the 
East building. This latter building is in need of constant re¬ 
pair. It is an old structure, the poorest school building in the 
town, and, excepting the Primary room at the center, the most 
uncomfortable school room. 
The attendance is nearly one-half of a per cent, higher than 
last year, being over 93 1-4 per cent. This is 1 1-4 per cent, 
above the average for the state. The number of tardy marks 
has increased. A glance at the statistical table on page 16 will 
reveal which schools have made the best showing in this par¬ 
ticular. It is to be desired that pupils, teachers and parents will 
make efforts to improve the record for next year. 
The teachers in Mendon are doing good work. The town 
is fortunate in having competent, faithful teachers working in 
her schools. 
The teachers’ meetings occurring on the afternoon of 
the first Monday in the month, have been well attended. The 
teachers are enjoying a course of seven lectures. These lectures 
are open to the public and are of general interest. Those in 
Hopedale are given in the hall of the new building on Dutcher 
street, and those in Milford in the High school building. The 
following is a program of the course: 
September 29, 4.30 p. m., Milford.—“Literature in Elementary 
Schools,” Miss Sarah L. Arnold, Supervisor of Primary Department, 
Boston. 
October 20, 4.15 p. m., Hopedale.—“History,” Mr. A. C. Boyden, 
Bridgewater Normal School. 
December 15, 4.15 p. m. Milford.—“Educational Leaders,” Mr. A. 
E. Winship, Editor “Journal of Education.” 
January 18, 4.15 p. m., Hopedale, “The Development of the In¬ 
dividual,” Dr. Gertrude Edmands, Lowell Training School. 
February 15, 4.15 p. m., Milford.—“What the Tupil Taught the 
Teacher,” William E. Bates, Superintendent of Schools, Fall Iiiver. 
April 12, 4.15 p. m., Hopedale.—“Froebel’s Method of Child Cul¬ 
ture,” Miss Lucy E. Wheeloek, Chauncey Hall School, Boston. 
May 10, 4.15 p. m., Milford.—“The Place and Power of Drawing in 
Public Education,” Mr. Henry T. Bailey, State Supervisor of Drawing. 
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THE HIGH SCHOOL. 
Massachusetts requires each town and city to provide every 
eligible child who desires it with a high school education, either 
by supporting such a school or by paying the pupil’s tuition in 
the high school of some other town. Mendon has a high school 
which she supported, to her honor be it said, years before there 
was any compulsory statute. This school offers two four-year 
courses, and at present runs thirty-six weeks each year. The 
school is doing better work than formerly, but, nevertheless, it 
is not up to a grade of work equal to the ordinary high school, 
and under present conditions it can never reach such a standard. 
There are two plans, either of which would enable the town to 
provide a suitable high school education. 
First Plan\ To pay the tuition of the high school pupils 
elsewhere. 
If this plan were adopted it would be desirable to have 
another year in the grammar school, that those who should 
wish to go on elsewhere might be well prepared, and that those 
who should leave school at the close of the grammar course 
might have a fair English education. 
Second Plan : To provide our High school with rooms for 
its exclusive use and furnish two teachers for its instruction. 
The usual membership of the school is in the neighborhood 
of thirty, sometimes more, sometimes less. Two teachers are 
absolutely necessary for good work. 
The sciences as now generally taught require laboratory 
practice, a room where experiments may be prepared before¬ 
hand and left as long as desired. This is impossible in a room 
used for other purposes. 
Should the town desire to follow the second plan, a build¬ 
ing in which at least two rooms could be devoted to the High 
school would be necessary. 
If few pupils sought a high school education elsewhere, as 
might be the case after a year or two, the first plan would be 
cheaper than the second, but if the town were to continue pay¬ 
ing the tuition of thirty pupils, the difference in expense would 
not be so great. 
The second plan has the advantage in that probably a 
greater number would receive a high school education than 
would be the case if parents had to provide transportation and 
pupils were obliged to make the effort to reach a distant school 
at an early hour. If the second plan were followed the average 
culture and intelligence of the population of the town twenty 
years hence would probably be greater than would result under 
the first plan. The second plan would mean the greatest good 
to the gieatest number. 
It is well for a town to educate its children within its own 
borders. 
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MUSIC. 
Music as a subject of regular instruction in the schools is a 
desirable thing. We tried the experiment in our schools for 
some time, but owing to causes arising from the circumstances 
under which we are placed it did not seem to be a success. The 
results did not appear to warrant the expenditure of the neces¬ 
sary time and effort, and the committee decided in September to 
drop the music as a regular study. The teachers are expected to 
teach rote songs in the lower grades for patriotic and devotional 
exercises and to allow singing as a part of the opening exercises 
of their respective schools. This is very different, however, 
from the study of musical notation and practice in reading music 
and in voice culture, all of which would occupy more time than 
our schools of many grades can furnish without encroaching upon 
the essentials of the three R’s. 
GRADED SCHOOLS. 
The work in our schools is planned by the year, the school 
year covering the time from September to June. The children 
are arranged in grades, the first grade doing the work of the 
first year in school, the second grade that of the second year, etc. 
The course from the primary through the high extends over 
twelve years, four in the primary, four in the grammar and four 
in the high. 
No two pupils do this work in exactly the same way. Some 
move at a rate requiring more than twelve years, some less. 
Some accomplish ninety per cent, of the work in a given sub¬ 
ject, others only sixty or seventy per cent. There are some 
minds to whom certain things are impossible of accomplishment, 
while in other directions they may excel. It is true that some 
things are essential for everybody to know, but there are many 
things not necessary for all to understand, and it is wrong to 
demand of every child the same kind and amount of work. He 
should do that which teaches him to think, and if he is gaining 
the power of thought he is being educated, even though he may 
have little knowledge of some branches. Pupils differ in their 
requirements. For the child who must early in life earn his 
own living the schools should do something to fit him for that 
struggle; while the one who expects to finish his public school 
course and perhaps continue his education elsewhere, needs a 
different training. Courses of study should be arranged to give 
the greatest possible good to the individual at whatever point he 
is obliged to leave school. 
Courses of study should be elastic, the grading flexible, the 
teacher watchful and sympathetic, and the school equipment in 
the way of buildings, materials and teachers should be generous 
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to render it possible to do individual work with the pupils. 
This ideal system means classes of pupils nearly equal in age 
and ability, and not over forty in number to a teacher, the pro¬ 
motions to occur quarterly instead of yearly, and a course which 
should include manual training in the shape of cooking for girls, 
and Sloyd, or wood-working, for boys. 
Manual training aims to connect a plan with its execution, 
mind with muscle. Whoever has had occasion to employ the or¬ 
dinary mechanic, expecting to have directions followed and work 
executed as planned, will realize the desirability of better 
training for the next generation. Manual training seeks to 
impress truth as a cardinal virtue, not only in word, but in 
action, for slighted handiwork is untruthful dealing. 
Those fortunate children who come from homes where the 
girl is carefully trained by her mother to help in the kitchen 
and the boy by his father to assist in the farm work, may not 
need to include manual training in their school course. 
This school system thus briefly suggested, maybe ideal, but 
it is well to have ideals if they be good and high, for only by 
striving for the ideal does the world progress. 
THE THREE R’S OF TO-DAY. 
When a little one stands before his teacher for a first lesson 
in reading, she talks to him about something with which he is 
familiar and which she knows is the subject of a lesson in the 
primer that he is to use later on. It may be about baby and 
mamma. She writes baby on the board, pronounces it, and calls 
upon him to pronounce it also. The same with mamma, and so 
on for several lessons, adding more words and reviewing all the 
time, until he knows several words at sight. Perhaps in the 
second lesson she teaches the word see. Then combines See baby, 
and so from the start uses the words in short sentences. In a 
few weeks he is ready for the primer, and will readily recognize 
the words he has learned, in new combinations. Then the 
teacher begins to give the child a key to new words by teaching 
him the sounds of letters and combinations. Of letters, as f, 1, 
m, n, r, s; of combinations, as ing, ight, an, at, which he learns 
to pronounce as one sound. Then she teaches the child to put 
them together, as l-ight—light, might, night, right, sight, etc. 
By the end of the first year the child reads readily in a primer or 
first reader. It is designed that two or three first readers shall 
be read before the second reader is taken up, and the same with 
the second readers, etc. 
During the second half-year the alphabet is learned forwards 
and backwards, and the child begins to spell orally. He learns 
poems, which he speaks with the others and alone. This mem- 
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orizing of selections from the great poets is continued for years, 
and the teacher attempts to have them spoken with expression. 
The reading books are selected with reference to their literary 
qualities. Much advance has been made of late in the prepara¬ 
tion of such books for children. 
Work in writing the English language is begun in the firs* 
year and carried on throughout the entire school course. A* 
first they copy simple sentences, then construct sentences from 
words given and fill blanks with the proper word or form. Then 
write short stories from memory. These are followed by origi¬ 
nal sentences, and finally paragraphs and essays. They are 
taught the forms of social and business letters. 
Later they come to technical English grammar and learn 
to tell the parts of a sentence, to determine the uses of words in 
sentences, to name parts of speech, and finally to analyze and 
parse. 
The penmanship is begun in the first year. The writing of 
single small letters at the black-board and at the seat upon large 
sheets of manilla paper is the first step. No small writing is re¬ 
quired the first year, because the little hands ought not to be 
cramped before the mind is developed to control the smaller 
muscles. Ink is taken almost at first. Slates are not used dur¬ 
ing the first three years because the habit of bearing down upon 
the pencil is unavoidable in using the slate, and, too, slates are 
filthy, noisy things in the hands of the little ones. In many 
schools they are not used in any grade. 
The vertical script is used because little ones naturally write 
that way and in former days had, with much time and trouble, 
to be taught the slant, and because business men are united in 
declaring the vertical script to be more legible. Movement 
exercises precede each lesson, and books are used to furnish a 
correct copy and to record progress made. 
Arithmetic, the fetich of the old-time school, still holds a 
very important place, not only as a practical subject, but as 
furnishing, when rightly taught, excellent mental discipline. 
Mental arithmetic has a prominent place upon the daily 
program and is designed to develop principles and give facility 
in the use of figures. A pamphlet carefully .outlining the subject 
of arithmetic has been prepared by the superintendent for the 
use of the teachers. A copy will be furnished to any parent 
upon application to the superintendent. The most stress is laid 
upon addition, common and decimal fractions, percentage, and 
ratio, or the rule of three. In the earlier years small numbers 
are used, and the difficult reasoning underlying problems in the 
multiplication and division of fractions, and percentage, is left 
till the last years of the grammar course. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 
First: That a committee be appointed at the March meet¬ 
ing of the town to recommend a location, plans and estimates for 
a new school building at the Center, and to report at a meeting 
called for the purpose. 
Second: That the old West school building and lot be sold. 
Third: That a committee be appointed to ascertain the 
feasibility of moving the South building to the lot now occupied 
by the East building and placing the same in a suitable condition 
for school purposes, or, in case of an adverse report from said 
committee, that the South building be sold. 
Fourth: That the school committee begin to provide the 
school rooms with new chairs and desks for the pupils, re¬ 
furnishing the primary room first. 
In closing I wish to express my appreciation of the cordial 
support given to the superintendent by committee, teachers and 
townspeople. It cannot fail to react favorably upon the schools. 
Respectfully submitted, 
E. E. SHERMAN, 
Superintendent of Schools. 
BRIEF EXTRACTS FROM EDUCATIONAL LAWS. 
1. Ail children between 7 and 14, unless sick, feeble-minded, at an 
approved private school, or otherwise instructed in branches required by 
law, to the satisfaction of the School Committee, must attend the public 
school during the entire time of each school year. Penalty to parent or 
guardian for failure in attendance for five days’ sessions within any 
period of six months, $20. 
2. No child under 14 can be employed “in any factory, workshop or 
mercantile establishment.” “No such child shall be employed in any 
work performed for wages or other compensation” during the hours when 
the public school is in session nor before six o’clock in the morning or 
after seven in the evening. 
3. No child under 16 can be employed in any factory, workshop, or 
mercantile establishment without a certificate from the Superintendent of 
Schools. He must present an employment ticket from the person who 
wishes to employ him, on applying for a certificate. The father, if 
living and a resident, must sign the certificate of age; if not, the mother; 
if neither, the guardian. 
4. Children between 14 and 16 must either attend school or be regu¬ 
larly employed. 
5. Children must be vaccinated before attending school, but a cer¬ 
tificate from a regular physician, saying a child is an unfit subject for 
vaccination, allows attendance. 
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No child can attend school from a household in which there is a case of 
small-pox, diphtheria, scarlet fever, or measles, or from a household 
exposed to contagion from a household as aforesaid. Two weeks after 
the death, removal or recovery of the patient in a case of the first three 
mentioned, or three days after in a case of measles, the child may return 
on presentation of a certificate from the attending physician or from the 
board of health. 
6. “The last regular session prior to Memorial Day, or a portion there¬ 
of, shall be devoted to exercises of a patriotic nature.” 
7. A United States flag not less than four feet in length shall be 
displayed on the schoolhouse grounds or building every school day, when 
the weather will permit, and on the inside of the schoolhouse on other 
school days. 
8. A written excuse stating cause of absence, and signed by parent or 
guardian, must be presented by the pupil on his return to school. 
TEACHERS, DECEMBER, 1898. 
SCHOOL. TEACHER. WHERE FITTED. SALARY. 
North, 
High, 
Grammar, 
Primary, 
Albeeville, 
East, 
Florence E. Snow, 
Newton D. Clark, 
Vina A. Dole, 
Mary E. Dudlej', 
Ruth B. Cornwell, 
Cora L. Edmands, 
Mendon High. 
Dartmouth College. 
N. H. Academy. 
Mendon High. 
Friend’s School. 
Bridgewater Normal. 
$324 
500 
432 
360 
324 
288 00 
SCHOOL CALENDAR, 1899-1900. 
Spring Term. 
12 Weeks. 
Fall Term.* 
14 Weeks. 
Winter Term. 
10 Weeks. 
OPENS. CLOSES. opens. CLOSES. opens. closes. 
First Eight) 
Grades, / 
March 27 June 16 Sept. 11 Dec. 22 Jan. 1, ’00 Mar. 9, ’00 
High School, March 20 June 9 Sept. 11 Dec. 22 Jan. 1, ’00 Mar. 9, ’00 
♦The Fall Term has a recess of one week at Thanksgivin g. 
HOLIDAYS DURING THE YEAR. 
Washington’s Birthday, Patriot’s Day, Memorial Day. 
8
8
8
8
8
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GRADUATION EXERCISES. 
Class '98, Mendon High School, 
June Ninth, 1898. 
PROGRAMME. 
March... 
Prayer.Rev. L. G. Wilson 
Chorus—“The Light of Youth,”.School 
Address.Mr. Walter S. Parker, Supervisor Boston Schools 
Chorus—“The Distant Bells,”.>.. >.School 
Presentation of Diplomas.Supt. E. E. Sherman 
Chorus_^ “Youthful Pleasure is a Treasure," j < f 
J ( “Woodland Voices,’ .School 
Clair Wood Freeman. 
Lewis Stone Ford. 
Anna Dike Kinsley. 
Class of 1898. 
Academic Course. 
Alice Geraldine Taft. 
Minnie Coleman Allen. 
Jessie Rhodes. 
English Course. 
Edward Lyman Cook. 
Class Motto—Aux E'toiles Toujours. 
Colors—Red, White and Blue. Flower—Jacqueminot Rose. 
ROLL OF HONOR. 
The following named children have been neither absent nor 
tardy for the time specified :— 
NINE YEARS. 
Frederick A. Snow—High. 
FIVE YEARS. 
Mabel D. Snow—Grammar. 
THREE YEARS. 
Edward F. Driscoll, William H. Driscoll—High. 
John J. Driscoll, Rose E. Snow—Grammar. 
TWO YEARS. 
Grace E. Whiting—High. 
ONE YEAR. 
Oliver Moores—High. 
Flora Belle Rhodes, Carrie S. Wood, Louisa W. 
Congdon— Grammar. 
Edgar S. Wheeler, Mabel M. Taft—Primary. 
WINTER TERM. 
Edward Cook—High. 
Bertie Moores, Herbert Wheeler—Grammar. 
Florence Merle Brown, Mary A. Brien, George H. Wilbur, 
Carl M. Taft—Primary. 
Herbert O. Wright, Andrew R. Byrne, Lulu E. Taft, 
Alice M. Byrne, Harold H. Eldridge, Florence J. Aldrich— 
North. 
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Ruth Worthen, Althea Spreadbury, Lillian Worthen, Sid¬ 
ney Spreadbury, George Worthen—East. 
Walter I. Coffin, Lizzie F. Smith, Flora Valliquette, Cora 
V alliquette—Albeeville. 
SPRING TERM. 
Anna Pond—High. 
Raymond M. Barrows, George W. Cromb, Louise Cur¬ 
liss—Grammar. 
Carrie A. Cromb, William S. Curliss, Carl M. Taft, Mari¬ 
etta Brady, Roy A. Barrows, Florence Merle Brown, Albert I. 
Cromb, Charles V. Driscoll, Catherine A. Harrington, George 
H. Wilbur—Primary. 
Harold H. Eldridge—North. 
Walter I. Coffin, Alice G. Coffin—Albeeville. 
FALL TERM. 
Carrie Beal, Anna Pond—High. 
Louise Curliss—Grammar. 
William A. Curliss, Charlotte A. Snow, Chester A. Wheel¬ 
er, Charles V. Driscoll, Herbert S. Wood, Albert I. Cromb— 
Piimary. 
Florence I. Aldrich, Abbie M. Darling—North. 
Ruth Worthen—East. 
TOWN WARRANT 
Worcester, ss.—To the Constable of the Town of Mendon, 
in the County of Worcester, Greeting: 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you 
are directed to notify the inhabitants of the Town of Mendon 
qualified to vote in elections and in town affairs, to meet at the 
Town Hall, in said Mendon, on Monday, the sixth day of 
March, next, punctually at io o’clock, a. m., to act on the fol¬ 
lowing articles, viz: 
Article i. To choose a Moderator to preside in said 
meeting. 
Article 2. To hear the reports of the several town offi¬ 
cers and committees and act thereon. 
Article 3. To choose all necessary town officers for the 
year ensuing. 
Article 4. To raise such sums of money as are necessary 
to defray town charges, and make appropriations of the same. 
Article 5. To see if the town will vote to accept the list 
of jurors reported by the Selectmen, or make any alteration in 
the same. 
Article 6. To see what measures, if any, the town will 
adopt to secure the speedy collection of taxes. 
Article 7. To see if the town will authorize the Treas¬ 
urer to hire money to pay current expenses for the municipal 
year commencing March 6th, 1899, in anticipation of the collec¬ 
tion of the taxes. 
Article 8. To bring in their bollots “Yes” or “No” in 
answer to the question, “Shall licenses be granted for the sale 
of intoxicating liquors in this town ?” 
Article 9. To see if the town will continue communica¬ 
tion by telephone with Milford, as security against destruction 
by fire, or act in relation thereto. 
Article io. To see what measures, if any, the town will 
adopt towards taking care of the water opposite the Union 
Chapel. 
Article ii. To see if the town will vote to appoint a 
committee to raise the watering tub near the residence of Silas 
Dudley, put in a wasteway and appropriate money for the same, 
or take any action in relation to said tub. 
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Article 12. To see if the town will vote to pay twenty 
cents per hour for shoveling snow the ensuing year. 
Article 13. To see if the town will vote to print the val¬ 
uation list of 1899. 
Article 14. To see if the town will appoint a committee 
to investigate and report upon a site and plans for a four-room 
school building, not l^ter than March, 1900, or take any action 
in relation to the same. 
Article 15. To see if the town wTill vote to discontinue 
the road leading from the house of Samuel W. Wood to the 
house occupied by George N. Trask, or take any action in rela¬ 
tion to the same. 
Article 16. To see if the town will appoint a committee 
to ascertain the cost, etc., of moving the South school house to 
the school grounds of the East school, and report at some meet¬ 
ing not later than March, 1900, or take any action in relation to 
the same. 
Article 17. To see if the town will vote to revoke its 
acceptance of the provisions of Chapter 374 of the Acts of 1895, 
and vote to accept the provisions of sections 74, 75, 76 and 77 of 
Chapter 27 of the Public Statutes, and elect a Board of Road 
Commissioners, or act in any way in relation to the same. 
Article 18. To see if the town will appropriate any sum 
of money for Memorial Day and select a committee to have 
charge of said appropriation. 
And you are directed to serve this warrant, by posting up 
attested copies thereof at each of the following places in said 
town, seven days at least before the time of holding said meet¬ 
ing, viz:—At the post-office, and on the guideboard near the 
schoolhouse in Albeeville, and at the post-office in South Mil¬ 
ford. 
Hereof fail not and make due return of this warrant, with 
your doings thereon, to the Selectmen or Town Clerk, before the 
time of meeting aforesaid. 
Given under our hands at Mendon, this twenty-third day of 
February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-nine. 
LIBERTY FREEMAN, 
GEO. M. TAFT, 
EDW. C. KINSLEY, 
Selectmen of Mendon. 
